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ROCKET GRANTS FUNDED DESIGN- LITERARY- HUMOR MAGAZINE RELEASE EVENT BRIDGES 
KANSAS CITY MISSOURI AND LAWRENCE KANSAS.

Event:  Kansas City, Missouri / First Friday, Sept. 2, 2011, 6-9 p.m. / Hammerpress, 110 Southwest Boulevard 

The Moon Rabbit Drinking Club & Benevolence Society will debut the ninth issue of Johnny 
America, a quirky magazine of fiction, humor, and illustration at a release event at Hammerpress. One 
of 12 recipients of Kansas City’s inaugural wave of Andy Warhol Foundation-funded “Rocket Grants,” 
Johnny America showcases humorous short-form fiction in a sophisticated, handcrafted package. 

“The funding provided by the Rocket Grant will enable us to push Johnny America’s aesthetic and 
production values,” says Co-Editor Jonathan Holley. “Even more exciting is the exposure; it’s our hope 
that the Rocket Grant will connect us with local readers who haven’t picked us up before, and new 
contributors who’ll add to our mix.”

The release event is free and open to the public. Co-Editor Jonathan Holley and Chief Designer Patrick 
Giroux will be on hand for the release. The Sept. 2 debut will take place at the studio of Hammerpress, 
creators of some of the nation’s finest letterpress ephemera, in the Kansas City Crossroads Arts District 
(110 Southwest Boulevard, Kansas City, Missouri. www.hammerpress.net). 

Johnny America is sized for a back pocket and paced to be perfect water closet reading. Toro Magazine 
described it as being a, “warehouse [of ] high-quality short fiction” (http://bit.ly/b3VsjS). The stories, 
comics, and illustrations featured in Issue Nine were selected not only for their uniqueness and engag-
ing natures, but also for how they complement each other.  

Johnny America’s covers are silkscreened and each copy is bound by hand. Past issues have featured 
glow-in-the-dark inks, mini-comics, and one triple-volume edition, all created with the aim of living up 
to English music magazine Beat Motel’s proclamation, “Johnny America blows every other ’zine on Earth 
out of the water when it comes to presentation.” 

Johnny America is a print magazine and website of short fiction, humor, and other entertaining 
miscellany. Johnny America began with Co-Editors Holley and Emily Lawton shooting the breeze 
on AOL Instant Messenger on July 2, 2003. Former roommates, they’d moved to different cities and 
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wished to continue sharing their literary endeavors with each other. The website they created attract-
ed a small audience and numerous collaborators including Patrick Giroux, a Lawrence, Kansas illustra-
tor and designer who helped distill the website into a printed form. The print magazine is currently 
distributed via Etsy.com, at a handful of bookstores, record shops, and art galleries in the U.S., two in 
Australia, and is free to all residents of Antarctica. For more information, visit www.johnnyamerica.net.

Rocket Grants are supported by a $40,000 regional regranting award from the Andy Warhol 
Foundation for the Visual Arts, and are implemented by a partnership between the Charlotte Street 
Foundation in Kansas City, and the Spencer Museum of Art in Lawrence. The grants are specifically 
intended to encourage work that is interdisciplinary and under-represented, and that engages or 
benefits an audience somewhere other than in an established arts venue, museum or art gallery. The 
long-term goal of the program is to both encourage emerging and non-traditional art practices in the 
Kansas City region, and also to contribute to a thriving artists’ community. Awarded projects are there-
fore evaluated not only on the artistic merits of the proposed projects, but also on their capacity to  
stimulate further growth in a diverse and supportive art ecology characterized by unconventional  
and expansive forms of interaction, exchange, provocation, and surprise.  
http://rocketgrants.wordpress.com/

The Charlotte Street Foundation is an organization dedicated to making Kansas City a place where 
artists and art thrive. A non-profit organization, Charlotte Street Foundation (CSF) supports and  
recognizes outstanding artists in Kansas City; presents, promotes, enhances, and encourages the visual 
and performing arts; and fosters economic development in the urban core of Kansas City, Mo. On all 
levels, CSF places artists at the center of its mission and has built an infrastructure that depends on 
and reflects their involvement. As a result, CSF continually evolves in response to artist input and in 
relation to the city’s larger cultural ecosystem. For more information, visit www.charlottestreet.org.

The Spencer Museum of Art explores the capacity of art to spark curiosity, inspire creativity, and 
create connections among people. The Museum, located on the University of Kansas campus in 
Lawrence, houses an internationally known collection that is deep and diverse, currently numbering 
more than 36,000 artworks and artifacts in all media. The collection spans the history of European and 
American art from ancient to contemporary, and includes broad and significant holdings of East Asian 
art. Areas of special strength include medieval art; European and American paintings, sculpture and 
prints; photography; Japanese Edo-period painting and prints; 20th-century Chinese painting; and 
KU’s Ethnographic Collection, which includes about 10,000 Native American, African, Latin American 
and Australian works. www.spencerart.ku.edu

The Regional Regranting Program of the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts aims to 
support vibrant, under-the-radar artistic activity by partnering with leading cultural institutions in 
communities across the country. The program allows the Foundation to reach the sizeable  
population of informal, non-incorporated artist collectives and to support their alternative  
gathering spaces, publications, websites, events and other projects. The Foundation plans to expand 
this program with partner organizations in areas where the level of on-the-ground, self-organized 
artistic activity is highest. http://www.warholfoundation.org/grant/regranting.html#/2010
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